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View on mount Stula, Nature Park  Žumberak, April 2016
               Pogled na Štulu, Park prirode Žumberak, travanj 2016 
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I noticed this apple tree in the early Spring of 2016 with the wonderfully
pyramid-shaped Mount Stula in the back. I decided to return a few days later,
once the tree was fully blooming.  The combination of the blossoming tree and
the sheep's wool coats adds so much beauty to the landscape. 

Ovu sam jabuku primijetio u rano proljeće 2016. s prekrasnim brdom Štula u
obliku piramide u pozadini. Odlučio sam se vratiti nekoliko dana kasnije dok
stablo potpuno ne procvjeta. Kombinacija rascvjetanog stabla i vunenih dlaka
ovaca daje toliko ljepote krajoliku.
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             Old barn in Gorniki Vivodinski, Žumberak Natur Park, April 2015
Stara štala u Gorniki Vivodinskom, Park prirode Žumberak, travanj 2015
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The little village where I used to live for a couple of years. The old barn
fits in so well with this ancient landscape. The rays of sunlight that
burst through the mist offer the most attractive diffuse light on this
fresh Spring morning. 

Malo selo u kojem sam živio nekoliko godina. Stara štala tako se dobro
uklapa u ovaj drevni krajolik. Zrake sunca koje se probijaju kroz maglu
nude najatraktivnije difuzno svjetlo u ovo svježe proljetno jutro.
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 Church of Sveti Lovro, Vivodina, Žumberak Nature Park December 2013
          Crkva Sveti Lovro, Vivodina, Park prirode Žumberak prosinac 2013
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Lucky shots are a rarity. Most of my pictures are carefully planned.  
Although I was familiar with the view on Vivodina from Petrus Vrh, I did
not expect this shot. The church lights switched on some 15 minutes
after sunset, and at that moment, the mist revealed just enough to
capture this mesmerising view. If it had been 30 seconds later, the
lights of the church would have been too bright and no longer held the
same colour as that of the sky. 

“Sretni snimci” su rijetkost. Većina mojih fotografija pažljivo je
isplanirana. Iako sam bio upoznat s pogledom na Vivodinu s Petrus
Vrha, nisam očekivao ovu snimku. Svjetla crkve upalila su se nekih 15
minuta nakon zalaska sunca, i u tom trenutku magla je otkrila taman
dovoljno da uhvati ovaj očaravajući prizor. Da je bilo 30 sekundi
kasnije, svjetla crkve bila bi prejako i više ne bi imala istu boju kao
nebo.



Uw alineatekst

Church of Sveti Lovro, Vivodina, Žumberak Nature Park, October 2016
 Crkva Sveti Lovro, Vivodina, Park prirode Žumberak, listopad 2016
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The landscape around Vivodina unfolds like a 3d experience due to
the heightened position of the church. I started my photo journey
here in Croatia, taking pictures from the viewpoint at Petrus Vrh. And
until today, it remains one of my most favourite places for
photography. Due to the impacting sky, I changed the common
photo rule and filled my image with just 35 per cent of the landscape.  

Krajolik oko Vivodine prostire se poput 3D iskustva zbog uzvišenog
položaja crkve. Svoje fotografsko putovanje započeo sam ovdje u
Hrvatskoj, fotografirajući s vidikovca na Petrus Vrhu. I do danas je to
jedno od mojih najomiljenijih mjesta za fotografiranje. Zbog
padajućeg neba, promijenio sam uobičajeno pravilo fotografiranja i
ispunio svoju sliku sa samo 35 posto krajolika.
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Brinje, Lika, September 2020
Brinje, Lika, rujan 2020 
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A landscape picture where almost everything comes close to perfection. 
A captivating sky, layers of mist that hide and reveal, ancient architecture
piercing through the fog, order in the landscape and colour in the vegetation. 

Slika krajolika gdje je gotovo sve blizu savršenstva. Očaravajuće nebo, slojevi
magle koji se skrivaju i otkrivaju, drevni predmeti koji probijaju maglu, red u
krajoliku i boje u vegetaciji.
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Omladisko / Lokvarsko Lake, Lokve, Gorski kotar, October 2020
Omladisko / Lokvarsko jezero, Lokve, listopad 2020. 
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The eye needs to find a focal point in a picture; it requires a direction where it
can rest and, from that point, examine it more thoroughly and in detail. That is
what I appreciate in this picture. The overwhelming nature of Gorski Kotar is
still evident, with two houses in the middle of this picture, making you wish you
could be there. Covered by the fog is the highest peak of the region, “Risjnjak”

Oko treba pronaći žarišnu točku na slici; potreban mu je smjer u kojem se može
odmoriti i odatle je detaljnije i temeljitije ispitati. To je ono što cijenim na ovoj
slici. Preplavljujuća priroda Gorskog kotara i dalje je vidljiva, s dvije kuće u
sredini slike, zbog čega poželite biti tamo. Maglom je prekriven najviši vrh
regije, Risjnjak.



 Everything, and perhaps everyone, shines better when the lighting conditions are just right. Sometimes one can feel

overwhelmed when confronted by a chosen landscape. In such cases it is necessary to be selective and wait for the first

rays of early morning sunlight to illuminate and highlight what I would consider to be the 'essence' of the scene, a little

church, perhaps, on a hilltop. Or towards the end of a day when the dying light captures the edges of a sheep's fleece

grazing beneath a blossoming apple tree. In order to capture such moments, one needs to summon up all one's powers

of patience and perseverance to remain quiet and grateful in one's heart. There is a sense of delayed gratification. Such

rewards are not offered up so readily and while it would be easy to become wrapped up in technique it really comes

down to having an eye for the subject and an instinct to anticipate when the right moment will arrive. In this anticipation

one creates a sense of order, of selecting the moment when the shutter captures the beauty focused within the

camera's lens and renders an image that brings order and harmony to our souls.

The literal meaning of photography is "writing with light." As with photographers, there are parallels with painters and

poets who search for a motif to reveal a story—the right colour, the right word, or the right light to illuminate and clarify

an experience, a moment in an unfolding story that underlines the beauty of a landscape.

For me, the sunrise gradually reveals the landscape, bringing it out of the dark night. It is a moment of self-care and

inner awareness when I come into contact with the boundless, divine love that lives deep within my soul. The light at

sunrise cleanses me from my impurities, it is a Majestic light that enables me to see the beauty in the world and be

'enlightened' by it. In such moments I must yield and work with the light, the way the light graces the scene before me

and reveals something that exists beyond words, beyond mere description. It becomes an acknowledgement of God

and all the beauty that He has created. 

Having an eye for beauty requires having a sense of modesty; it is a gift one has been given. It opens our inner

consciousness to enable us to be loving and caring human beings. A person without the ability to look for and find

beauty will only denigrate the landscape, the meadows, and animals for their own benefit.

Spare some time to observe the grandeur of Croatia's nature and its beauty, and one might find oneself filled with peace

and gratitude. In it, we can see our smallness, fragility, and dependence, but we can also see a beauty that might

awaken a desire for goodness within us. 

WAITING FOR THE RIGHT LIGHT
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 Sve, a možda i svi, bolje sjaje kada su uvjeti osvjetljenja upravo onakvi kakvi trebaju biti. Ponekad se možemo

osjećati preplavljeno kada se suočimo s odabranim krajolikom. U takvim slučajevima potrebno je biti selektivan i

čekati prve zrake jutarnjeg sunca koje će osvijetliti i naglasiti ono što bih smatrao „suštinom“ scene, malu crkvu,

možda, na vrhu brda. Ili prema kraju dana, kada umiruće svjetlo uhvati rubove vune ovaca koje pasu ispod

cvjetajuće jabuke. Da bi se uhvatili takvi trenuci, potrebno je mobilizirati svu svoju moć strpljenja i ustrajnosti kako

bismo ostali tihi i zahvalni u svom srcu. Tu je osjećaj odgođene nagrade. Takve nagrade ne dolaze tako lako, bilo bi

lako posvetiti se tehnici, ali zapravo se sve svodi na to da se ima oko za subjekt i instinkt za predviđanje kada će pravi

trenutak doći. U tom iščekivanju stvara se osjećaj reda, odabir trenutka kada kamera uhvati ljepotu usmjerenu

unutar objektiva i stvori fotografiju koja donosi red i harmoniju našim dušama.

Doslovno značenje fotografije je „pisanje svjetlom“. Kod fotografa postoje poveznice s likovnim umjetnicima i

pjesnicima koji traže motiv kako bi otkrili priču – pravu boju, pravu riječ ili pravo svjetlo koje će osvijetliti i razjasniti

iskustvo, trenutak u razvoju priče koji naglašava ljepotu krajolika. 

Za mene, izlazak sunca postupno otkriva krajolik, izvodeći ga iz tamne noći. To je trenutak samopomoći i unutarnje

svijesti kada stupam u kontakt s neograničenom, božanskom ljubavlju koja živi duboko u mojoj duši. Svjetlo pri

izlasku sunca čisti me od mojih nečistoća, to je Veličanstveno svjetlo koje mi omogućuje da vidim ljepotu u svijetu i

budem „prosvijetljen“ njome. U takvim trenucima moram se povući i raditi sa svjetlom, onako kako svjetlo uljepšava

prizor ispred mene i otkriva nešto što postoji izvan riječi, izvan pukog opisa. To postaje priznanje Boga i sve ljepote

koju je on stvorio. 

 Imati oko za ljepotu zahtijeva imati osjećaj skromnosti, to je dar koji nam je dan. Otvara našu unutarnju svijest kako

bi nas učinio ljubaznim i brižnim ljudima. Osoba koja nema sposobnost traženja i pronalaženja ljepote samo će

omalovažavati krajolik, livade i životinje za vlastitu korist. 

Posvetite malo vremena promatranju veličanstvenosti prirode Hrvatske i njezine ljepote i možda ćete se naći

ispunjeni mirom i zahvalnošću. U tome možemo vidjeti koliko smo mali, krhki i ovisni, ali također možemo vidjeti

ljepotu koja budi želju za dobrotom u nama. 

ČEKAJUĆI PRAVO SVJETLO
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